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SECTION 01
Event Planning Guide
A RockyTheVote gathering is exactly what it sounds like: bring your people together, have an outrageously good time, and make sure everyone leaves registered. It doesn't need to be fancy. It needs to be yours.

FORMATS AT A GLANCE
Choose the one that fits your community — or combine elements freely.

🎬  Screening + Registration Drive
The classic. A full RHPS showing with a voter registration table near the entrance. Works anywhere you can project — theater, bar, community hall, backyard with a bedsheet. License the film through Swank Motion Pictures (swank.com) or Criterion Pictures.

💄  Drag Show / Cabaret
Performance first, voter registration between acts. 3–6 performers, a host who can hold a room, QR codes at every table. The civic moment lives between acts — brief, energetic, already in the spirit of the evening.

🏠  House Party / Living Room Gathering
Living room democracy. A laptop on the coffee table, a 10-minute honest civic moment from the host, and the movie or playlist you were already planning to run. Small groups have real conversations. Real conversations move people.

🍸  Bar / Venue Takeover
Work with a local venue — use the outreach letter in Section 04. Costume contest, themed drinks, a registration station at the door. QR code posters everywhere, including the bathroom. Periodic mic-drop announcements with live registration counts.


TIMELINE: FROM "I WANT TO DO THIS" TO EVENT NIGHT

4–6 WEEKS OUT
1. Decide your format and rough date
1. Find your venue — send the outreach letter (Section 04)
1. If screening: secure licensing through Swank or Criterion
1. Identify 2–3 co-organizers; assign roles: logistics, registration table, social/comms
1. Sign up as a Rock the Vote partner (free) at rockthevote.org to get your embed code and QR link

2–3 WEEKS OUT
1. Start posting on social using the templates in Section 03
1. Print QR code posters (link to your Rock the Vote partner URL)
1. Recruit your registration table volunteers — plan for 1 person per 50 attendees
1. Brief your host on which script voice they're using (Section 02)
1. Order or gather prop kits if doing a screening: rice, toast, noisemakers, newspapers, water guns

1 WEEK OUT
1. Confirm all logistics with venue
1. Send event reminder on social; share the Rock the Vote registration link directly
1. Print any physical materials: pledge cards, QR signs, registration help cards
1. Do a dry run of the host script — time it, adjust it, make it yours

DAY OF
1. Set up registration table before doors open — test the laptop and QR code
1. Brief all volunteers on the one question they need to answer: "Are you registered to vote?"
1. Place QR posters: entrance, bar, bathrooms, tables
1. Host does the civic moment — keep it to 2–3 minutes max
1. Track registrations throughout the night (Rock the Vote partner dashboard)

POST-EVENT
1. Fill out the Post-Event Report Card (Section 05)
1. Post your registration count on social — celebrate it publicly
1. Thank your venue, performers, volunteers
1. Send the Rock the Vote link one more time to anyone who didn't finish that night


VOTER REGISTRATION TABLE SETUP
Your registration table is the civic heart of the event. Treat it like a welcome desk, not a clipboard station.

1. Laptop or tablet with Rock the Vote open (rockthevote.org/action/register-to-vote/)
1. Printed QR codes people can photograph and use on their own phone
1. A simple sign: "Not registered? 4 minutes. We'll help." — keep it light
1. Volunteer who knows how to help people through the flow — warm, not pushy
1. Pledge cards (printable from rockthevote.org) for those already registered
1. Something fun: a jar of candy, a stamp for "I registered tonight," a small prop

If someone is confused about their state's requirements, Rock the Vote handles state-specific flows automatically. Your job is to get them to the URL. Their job is the rest.


SECTION 02
Host Scripts
Four voices. Pick yours. These are starting points — make them sound like you. Add a personal story if you have one. Cut anything that doesn't fit your room. The only rule: don't read it from a paper. Know it well enough to feel it.


🎩  THE FRANK VOICE
Theatrical · Commanding · Makes it feel like an edict from a higher power
OPENING — COMMAND THE ROOM
"I didn't invite you all here to simply watch a film. I invited you here because you are — each of you — exactly the kind of magnificent, strange, glorious creature that someone, somewhere, is trying very hard to erase. And I find that... deeply unacceptable."

THE PIVOT TO VOTING
"There's a table near the entrance. On that table is a laptop. And on that laptop is the single most effective thing you can do — short of building a castle — to preserve your right to be exactly this weird for the rest of your life. Register to vote. Do it tonight. Do it while you're wearing that. They will absolutely hate that."

THE CLOSE
"Before we proceed — and we will proceed in style — I want to know who among you has not yet registered. Don't be shy. This is not a judgment. This is an opportunity. My people will find you. They have toast."
// Pause for effect. Scan the room. Let them feel seen.



🤍  THE JANET VOICE
Sincere · Earnest · Disarmingly brave about something genuinely important
OPENING — BE REAL WITH THEM
"Okay, I know this isn't exactly why you came tonight — and I promise the movie is happening and it is going to be wonderful. But I need about two minutes of your time first, because something is genuinely worrying me, and I think it might be worrying you too."

THE PIVOT TO VOTING
"The people in this room — the people who show up to something like this — you are exactly the people whose voices matter most right now. Not because you're special, although you kind of are. Because people who feel like they don't fit are the first people authoritarian systems go after. That's history. And voting is one of the things we can do about it. I know it doesn't feel like enough. It's not enough on its own. But it's real, and it's tonight, and there's a table by the door."

THE CLOSE
"If you're already registered, thank you. Genuinely. If you're not — please. Before you leave. It takes four minutes. We'll be here."
// You don't have to perform confidence you don't feel. The sincerity is the point.





🌙  THE RIFF RAFF VOICE
Dry · Knowing · Delivers the truth sideways so it lands harder
OPENING — LET THE SILENCE DO SOME WORK
"Fifty years. This film has been running for fifty years. Every October, in theaters like this one — or rooms like this one — people keep choosing to show up. In costume. With toast. Despite everything."
// Pause. Don't rush it.

THE PIVOT TO VOTING
"There is a registration table in this building. I'm not going to tell you it will fix everything. It won't. I'm not going to tell you it's fun. It isn't, particularly. What I will tell you is that the alternative — not voting, not showing up, deciding it doesn't matter — has been tried. It has a documented track record. I recommend against it."

THE CLOSE
"The table is there. The laptop is open. Someone from our group will help you. We'll get on with the evening."
// That's it. Don't oversell. The flatness is the point.



⭐  THE COLUMBIA VOICE
Chaotic · Joyful · Absolutely means it even when she's spinning in circles
OPENING — FULL ENERGY, IMMEDIATELY
"OKAY EVERYBODY LISTEN UP — I know, I know, you came here for the movie and the props and the absolute chaos and we are GETTING TO THAT — but first — FIRST — we are going to talk about something that I genuinely cannot stop thinking about and I think you can't either."

THE PIVOT TO VOTING
"Look around this room right now. Look at us. Are you seeing this? This is who we are. This is what we've always been. And there are people — powerful people — who have decided that we should be scared. That we should be quiet. That we should go home and be normal and stop making such a fuss. And my response to that — my sincere, heartfelt, deeply considered response — is: absolutely not and also we will register to vote while wearing this. TONIGHT. There is a table. There is a laptop. There is a person who will help you and she has excellent glitter."

THE CLOSE
"Who's already registered? SCREAM IF YOU'RE REGISTERED. Okay amazing, now — who ISN'T? No shame! The table is open! Go! GO! We'll wait! We have props!"
// If you lose the thread, that's fine. Come back to: "The table is there. Go register. I believe in you."


SECTION 03
Social Media Templates
Copy these, adjust them, make them yours. Use the hashtags to connect your event to the broader network. Post 2–3 weeks out to build, then once or twice in the final week, then a live post the night of.

ANNOUNCEMENT POST (2–3 WEEKS OUT)
	Option A — The Direct Approach
We're throwing a RockyTheVote party and you're invited.

[Date] · [Time] · [Location]

Come in costume. Come registered. Come ready to do the Time Warp. We'll have a voter registration table, [props/drinks/performances/etc.], and the absolute best crowd in town.

Link in bio to register before you come. Or we'll help you when you get there.

#RockyTheVote #KeepAmericaWeird #RHPS #GetOutTheVote



	Option B — The Rocky Horror Angle
For 50 years, Rocky Horror has been a home for the people who needed one.

That home is worth protecting.

Join us for a night of [screening/drag/general chaos] + a voter registration drive. Because the best callback to fascism is showing up in fishnet and democracy.

[Date] · [Time] · [Location]

#RockyTheVote #DontDreamItVoteIt #RHPS



REMINDER POST (3–5 DAYS OUT)
	[X] days until RockyTheVote.

Registration deadline for [state] is [date]. If you're not sure you're registered — check right now:
[your Rock the Vote partner link]

Then come party with us.

#RockyTheVote #RegisterToVote



NIGHT-OF POST (LIVE FROM THE EVENT)
	We're live. [X] people already registered tonight.

Not registered yet? The table is OPEN. Come find us.

[your Rock the Vote partner link]

#RockyTheVote #[YourCity] #RHPS



POST-EVENT CELEBRATION
	Last night, [X] people registered to vote at our RockyTheVote [screening/party/event].

We did that.

Thank you to [venue], [performers], [volunteers] and everyone who showed up in costume and on purpose.

See you at the polls.

#RockyTheVote #KeepAmericaWeird



HASHTAG REFERENCE
1. #RockyTheVote  — primary tag, use on every post
1. #DontDreamItVoteIt  — for image posts and shares
1. #KeepAmericaWeird  — for the vibe/culture angle
1. #RHPS  — reaches the existing Rocky Horror community
1. #GetOutTheVote  — connects to the broader GOTV ecosystem
1. #RegisterToVote  — for posts directly about registration
1. #[YourCity]  — always include your local tag
1. #RockyHorrorPictureShow  — secondary reach tag


SECTION 04
Venue Outreach Letter
Personalize the brackets. Send by email first, follow up with a call. Venues that already host Rocky Horror events, drag nights, or community gatherings are the most likely yes. Lead with what's in it for them.



	Subject: Partnership Inquiry — RockyTheVote Event
Hi [Contact Name / Team],
My name is [Your Name], and I'm organizing a RockyTheVote event in [City] on [Proposed Date]. I'm reaching out because [Venue Name] has the kind of energy and community we're looking for — and I'd love to talk about hosting it with you.
Here's what we're doing:
A RockyTheVote gathering combines the Rocky Horror Picture Show community with genuine civic engagement. The format is [screening / drag show / costume party / your choice] — with a voter registration station in the room, powered by Rock the Vote's free civic tools. Everyone who attends has the opportunity to register, check their status, or pledge to vote.
What this means for [Venue Name]:
✦  A built-in audience of Rocky Horror fans, drag community members, and civic-minded locals
✦  A social media story we'll actively promote before, during, and after the event
✦  Alignment with civic engagement — good for your brand and good for the community
✦  [We can offer: ticket split / bar minimum / flat fee — adjust as appropriate]
We're not asking for anything unusual: just a space, a sound system, and your enthusiasm. We handle the registration table, the volunteers, the promotion, and the civic content. You host what sounds like a great night.
Can we set up a 15-minute call this week to talk through the details?
Thank you for your time,
[Your Name]
[Your Email]
[Your Phone]
[Your Organization / Affiliation, if any]




Tip: If the venue already hosts Rocky Horror screenings, reference that specifically. "You already know this crowd — we want to add a civic layer to what you're doing."


SECTION 05
Post-Event Report Card
Fill this out within 48 hours while it's fresh. Share it with your co-organizers. If you want to submit your numbers to the broader RockyTheVote network, email them to [your contact] — we're building a national count.

BASIC NUMBERS
	Event Date & Format
	

	Venue / Location
	

	Total Attendees (est.)
	

	New Registrations
	

	Status Checks Completed
	

	Pledges to Vote
	

	Social Posts Reach (est.)
	




QUALITATIVE NOTES
What worked best tonight?



What would you do differently?



Would you do it again? Would the venue host again?


Anything we should add to the kit for next organizers?





"Don't dream it, be it." — Dr. Frank-N-Furter
rockthevote.org  ·  siriusentertainment.org  ·  #RockyTheVote
